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Trees in the City
Before Rockland was a city, it was a forest. Clearing began for

farming in the late 1700’s. Then, in the 1850’s, the lime burning
boom created a hunger for fuel that devastated what forest remained,
for many miles around.
Fortunately, as Rockland developed as a city, early residents also

planted trees - around the homes they built, and in the public spaces
along the roads and in the parks they created. They favored the
stately elm, and the sugar maple, chestnut, and locust. Unfortunately,
few of the elms have survived the elm disease which struck in the
1950s. Many of the others have survived, but the trees planted in our
early days are succumbing to old age.
Most of our city trees, in both public an private spaces, are

volunteers. They have seeded themselves and are growing in our
yards, in vacant lots, along the banks of the Linsey Brook system,
uninvited. They include the Norway maple and the boxelder, and
many others. These trees, and even our chosen ones, are often
maligned for their habit of dropping branches on houses and leaves
on lawns, of growing their roots into sewer lines, and other bad
behavior. Trees have their supporters, but also their detractors.
Terry Pinto, Rockland’s Wastewater Treatment Director, is a great

friend of trees despite their occasional attacks on his pipes. Ask him
and he will tell you with great enthusiasm about all the wonderful
things that trees do for a city. Trees breathe the air that we breathe
and trade us oxygen for carbon dioxide, to our existential benefit.
Their leaves cool our streets and homes in summer. Their roots help
prevent soil erosion, and help keep our water clean. Altogether, he
feels, trees make our city a more desirable place to live.
The Buzz took a look at trees around the city with Keith Heal, who

for many years trimmed trees for Lucas Tree and CMP and now
works for Rockland Public Services, often in his arborist role. He was
helpful in pointing out the different varieties of trees, old and new,
and the empty spaces where trees once stood.

Chairman Mike Grondin of the Rockland Parks Commission has
his eye on $4,300 in “project canopy” grant funds that are available
for planting trees in Rockland. The Commission has other funds too
which could be used for planting and maintaining trees, and citizens
have generously offered many trees, free for the planting.
What is needed now is a plan, says Grondin. Making good

decisions about where and what to plant is an art, one best achieved
with the perspective and knowledge ofmany citizens working
together. With this in mind, the Commission is seeking advice about
public places in our city where trees should be planted. Suggestions
should be sent to Rockland Parks Commission, City Hall, 270
Pleasant Street, or by email to sbillington@rocklandmaine.gov.
A discussion about trees in the city will take place on the Rockland

Metro show from 5 to 6 pm on Wednesday, April 19, live on WRFR
at 93.3 fm in Rockland and 99.3 fm in Camden. Terry Pinto, Keith
Heal, and Mike Grondin have been invited to join the conversation.
Following the show the conversation will continue at a dinner

symposium hosted by The Old School, parent organization of
WRFR. The dinner is free and open to the public. To reserve a seat at
the table, contact Robert Lichtman: sugarhollowglass@earthlink.net
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